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AUDITOR GENERAL — SECTION 82 NOTIFICATIONS — METRONET 
895. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. If the government is so open and accountable, why has the Auditor General made 
a finding that the Minister for Transport’s refusal to provide Parliament with minutes of the Metronet Taskforce 
was unreasonable and inappropriate, and will the Premier now direct his minister to release all task force minutes? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The project definition plan for the project that I was visiting yesterday, the Forrestfield–Airport Link, was created 
when the Liberal Party was in office. We have asked for that to be released, but the opposition will not release it. 
The Liberal Party is not even in government and it will not release the project information. 
Ms L. Mettam: Eighteen months late. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Liberal Party was in government three and half years ago and it will not release that 
information. We have asked and asked, and the Leader of the Opposition refuses to release the project definition 
plan on the Forrestfield–Airport Link. Why will she not release it? 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: We’re not in government. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition is not in government but she can authorise its release. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am answering her question. I am answering her question with a question. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I can and I am! 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! Member for Vasse! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am answering her question with a question. I have already answered her original question. 
I am now answering a new question with a question. 
The SPEAKER: Through the Chair, Premier. 
Mr W.R. Marmion interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member cannot stop me. He can say what he wants to say but no-one is listening. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, do you want a supplementary? Do not keep interjecting or you will not get 
a supplementary. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You will not get another one. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I have a copy of a letter here about the Forrestfield–Airport Link project definition plan. 
The Minister for Transport wrote to the Leader of the Opposition requesting it. The Leader of the Opposition wrote 
back that she refused to release it. I can table that if members would like. The letter states — 

… the Opposition does not agree to the release of the Cabinet documents — 
As she terms it — 

you requested. 

I understand that other governments have released that information before, but the Leader of the Opposition will 
not release it. Why is that? Why will the Leader of the Opposition not release it? 
The real issue here is this: the Auditor General has indicated as part of her reporting that the government’s answers 
on commercial-in-confidence were entirely appropriate in the vast majority of cases when commercial-in-confidence 
matters are being dealt with. The other real issue, which is the big issue, is that we are building Metronet and the 
Liberal Party wants to undermine it the whole way along. I saw images of the Liberal Party state conference on 
Sunday with the six members there campaigning against Metronet. We have eight projects underway. 
An opposition member interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Really? I saw a bunch of people in the room, but there were only six members of Parliament there. 
Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am advised that MPs were not even told it was on! It is a very leaky ship over there, I must say. 
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